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to comment on this year’s talent then?

The Terry O'Neill Awards at
The Independent
Photographers Gallery

Having followed this prestigious award for years, Robin Morgan, editor of
The Sunday Times Magazine, is set to become a judge next year.Who better

The Independent Photographers Gallery, 3 Old Brewery Yard, High Street, Battle, East Sussex TN33 OAF @ www.ipgbattle.com @ 01424 775650 @ Until 18 April

So, tell me what the
Terry O’Neill Awards are all about.
ROBIN MORGAN:I believe they began
as a way to encompass the broad
spectrum of photography available to us
today, both in print and digital, from
photojournalism to contemporary art
photography. They showcase new and
original photography — anyone can enter.
There isn't another prize like it.

The work submitted is of such a high
quality it beats many other well-known
international prizes for sheer ingenuity
and originality.

So many prizes reel off work that is a
pastiche of other great photographers

from the ‘50s, ‘60s and ‘70s. However
this work is stunning in its own
complexity and vision.

I also think it’s great that this award
marks the unique contribution Terry
O’Neill has made internationally to
photography for the past 50 years.

Hl How does the standard of work
compare to previous years?

The standard is brilliant. As the awards
have become better known it has
attracted a much wider audience. This
year I'm staggered by the quality of the
images from UK photographers, and by
both assistants and professionals. In fact,
it was so good this year that I
wanted to devote 12 pages of
the (Sunday Times Weekend)

magazine to it.

H Your colleague, picture
editor Monica Allende
was a judge. How hard did
she find the process?
Impossible! Of course, the
real problem was not making
the short list, but choosing a
winner. Everyone on the
panel had a different point of
view, from the subversive to
the sublime.

H Are you looking
forward to being on the
judging panel next year?
I'm extremely excited — I can't
wait. | think the most
interesting photography in the
world today, like music and
fashion, comes out of Britain.
There are exceptions from the

likes of China. And, Iran and Iraq have
come up with some interesting work.

I judge the Lucie Awards by IPA
(International Photography Awards) in
America, and I thought the content in
the Terry O’Neil Awards exceeded the
Lucies. The quality of the work is better
than anything I've ever seen before in
other awards.

B What do you think of the
winner’s work?

Anthony Crossfield’s images are
breathtaking. In fact, it was so good I ran
the images in the magazine over three or
four weeks.

B Why should Pro’s readers go to
see the exhibition?

The display will incorporate all of the 10
top short-listed entrants work, so it’s well
worth a look for its diversity, as well as
the vibrant contemporary photography
in many different genres.

M Is there a book to accompany
the exhibition?

Its not so much a book as a catalogue. It
contains the work of all those in the
short list, and can be bought for £5.
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= Underwater images, by duo Critchley & Lewis, depict ‘conciousness and our relationship to time when
submerged. 7 Edmund Clark’s series on possessions of HMP Kingston’s elderly prisoners won third prize.
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